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Executive Summary

Fourteen regional press outlets were monitored from the 14™ till the 22™ of
November 2007. The legislative elections took place on the 20" of the same month. 53
out of the 127 articles collected had for main subject the legislative elections (41.7%).

The remaining articles covered other Jordanian issues: economy, sports, diplomacy, etc.

Due to the heavy coverage of the opposition’s prolific accusations of fraud and
the counter responses from the Jordanian government, Fraud in the elections was the
most covered elections-related theme, with a ratio of 17.6%.

16% of the positions taken by the monitored sources were critical and insistent that the

elections were in fact spoiled by a large scale fraud phenomenon.

Regarding the electoral results, the victory of pro-government candidates (8.5% of
the total) was slightly higher, in terms of coverage, than the defeat of the Islamic Action
Front (IAF) (6.7%). The IAF’s results were pictured in the Arab press as an important
setback in their influence and authority in Jordan. In fact, only 6 of their 22 candidates
won the elections, compared to the 17 parliamentary seats won in the previous Parliement
(2003). However, on November 22", Al Riyadh newspaper (Saudi Arabia) somehow
pictured the IAF results as a “victory”. The terminology used differed from the other

articles.

The gender issue was also a key theme (16.5% of the total coverage) in the Arab
press coverage. Most of the articles insisted on the Jordanian women’s political
empowerment. This situation reflected the importance of the women’s visibility in the
Arab press coverage during the elections compared to the usual coverage of the
Jordanian women in the press. Female leaders generated 17.2% of the leaders’ coverage
in the legislative elections, versus a standard 2% for all the other themes. This shows that

the elections were a factor of visibility for women in Jordan.
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Nevertheless, this visibility was criticized by some leaders. Some observers perceived the
quota system as an obstacle to women’s empowerment. The critical statements were

reported by Al Ayam (Palestine) Al Sharq Al Awssat (Pan Arab) and Al Khaleej (UAE)

newspapers.

On another level, the most covered public figure was the former Minister of
Interior, Eid Al Fayez, with 12.3% of the total public figures’ coverage. King Abdullah
I ranks closely behind with a ratio of 11.7%'. With reference to the positions taken from
the different sources on Jordanian leaders, King Abdullah and Falak Al Jamaani were
each criticized once’, whereas positive positions were taken towards Abdel Hadi Al

Majali and Tujan Fayssal, with also one occurrence each’.

No judgments were passed on the new Government subject. All the leaders’ and
the sources’ positions were neutral. In fact, the attention of the media and the Jordanian
leaders were focused on more polemic matters such as the election’s transparency and the

gender issue.

Finally, within the 14 regional press outlets of our sample, 6 newspapers had a
strong coverage diversity’. They covered more than 50% of the 16 elections related
themes we previously identified. Al Sharq Al Awssat (Pan Arab), Al Khaleej (UAE) and
Akhbar Al Khaleej (UAE) made it to the top three.

Three newspapers generated more than 80% of all the critical stances towards the

elections: Al Khaleej (41.2%), Al Quds Al Arabi (29.4%) and Al Ayam (11.8%).

! These numbers only concerns the legislative elections. If we include the King’s coverage in all the other
articles related to Jordan he would largely be in the first position.

* The King was criticized by Tujan Fayssal in her article in Al Raya and Falak Al Jamaani was criticized by
Al Khaleej newspaper

? Respectively by Akhbar Al Khaleej and Al Khaleej newspapers

* Reach is the extensiveness in which the themes are covered by the newspapers, regardless of the number
of articles
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Methodology

Sample

Our study was conducted based on a sample of 14 regional press outlets from the
14™ till the 22" of November, covering one week prior and two days following the
Jordanian legislative elections. Our selected press is representative of the different

opinions and countries in the Arab world (Tablel).

©Comtrax Solutions
bitar@comtraxsolutions.com

Source Country Total numl?er of articles Ratio
concerning Jordan
Al Khaleej UAE 20 15.7%
Al Rai Kuwait 12 9.4%
Akhbar Al Khaleej Bahrain 11 8.7%
Al Jazeera Saudi Arabia 11 8.7%
Al Safir Lebanon 11 8.7%
Al Seyassa Kuwait 11 8.7%
Al Sharq Al Awssat Pan Arab 11 8.7%
Al Quds Al Arabi Palestine 9 7.1%
Al Watan Qatar 9 7.1%
Al Raya Qatar 7 5.5%
Al Riyadh Saudi Arabia 6 4.7%
Al Ayam Palestine 4 3.1%
Al Ayam Bahrain 3 2.4%
Al Gomhouriah Egypt 2 1.6%
127
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Analysis
Overall share of Jordan in the Arab press

127 articles concerned Jordan, out of which 41.7% had for main subject the
legislative elections. Out of all the monitored sources, Al Khaleej (UAE) was the top
newspaper in covering Jordan with 20 articles relating to Jordanian issues; 50% of those

articles concerned the legislative elections.

Total number of
Source Country [articles concerning Ratio
Jordan
Al Khaleej UAE 20 15.7%
Al Rai Kuwait 12 9.4%
Akhbar Al Khaleej Bahrain 11 8.7%
Al Jazeera Saudi Arabia 11 8.7%
Al Safir Lebanon 11 8.7%
Al Seyassa Kuwait 11 8.7%
Al Sharq Al Awssat Pan Arab 11 8.7%
Al Quds Al Arabi Palestine 9 7.1%
Al Watan Qatar 9 7.1%
Al Raya Qatar 7 5.5%
Al Riyadh Saudi Arabia 6 4.7%
Al Ayam Palestine 4 3.1%
Al Ayam Bahrain 3 2.4%
Al Gomhouriah Egypt 2 1.6%
127
Tablel
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Percentage of

articles
concerning
Percentage of the legislative
articles elections,
concerning 41.7%

other issues in
jordan, 58.3%

Graphicl

The share of the legislative elections theme in the Arab press coverage was
72.6%, regardless of the number of articles with reference to the legislative elections”. It
was by far the most important subject concerning Jordan. Note that the top two themes

(the legislative elections along with the Jordanian economy) consist in 80.3% of all the
subjects related to Jordan.

Tourism | 0.3%

Political Parties | 0.3%

Palestinian Dimension | 0.8%
Jordan's positioning in the region |l 1.0%
The Iraki issue [ 1.8%

Miscellaneous [d 2.8%

Annapolis issues _:I 2.8%

External Relations [@ 3.1%

Syrian-Jordanian Summit @ 3.3%

Sports @ 3.6%
Economy [ 7.7%

Legislative Elections ] 72.6%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Graphic2

> in this case, the same article could include 5 legislative elections occurrences or 2 conomy occurrence
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It is relevant to note that the sports issue was slightly more important than the
Syrian-Jordanian Summit in terms of coverage. Jordan’s results in basketball, handball

and tackwondo tournaments were the main sports events related.

Concerning the meeting between King Abdullah and President Bashar al Assad held in
Damascus on November 18", the Arab press focused mainly on the issues discussed
between both leaders (the bilateral relations, the Arab-Israeli conflict and the Lebanese
crisis) and on the repercussions of the summit.

Al Safir (Lebanon) newspaper insisted on the meanings of the Syrian-Jordanian “get-
together”. It was perceived as a warm-up of the recently weakening relations between

both parties.

Globally, Jordan’s foreign policy (including the Jordanian-Syrian Summit, Jordan’s
positioning in the region, Annapolis issues and external relations themes) was covered at

a ratio of 10.2%, slightly higher than the economical issues (7.7%).
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Electoral issues covered

Legislative elections themes Ratio

1 Fraud in elections 17.6%
62% 2 Women in elections 16.5%
3 The new Government 10.9%
4 Participation 8.5%
5 Election's results: victory of the establishment 8.5%
6 Islamic Action Front in elections 7.4%
7 Election's results: defeat of the Islamic Action Front 6.7%
8 Security and elections 6.0%
9 Miscellaneous 4.9%
10 Electoral Slogans 3.9%
11 Candidate's expenses 2.5%
12 Palestinian dimension in elections 1.8%
13 Political Parties 1.4%
14 Election's results: others 1.4%
15 Elections monitoring 1.1%
16 Al-Tahrir Party in elections 1.1%

Table2

We identified 16 election-related themes distributed as shown in the previous
table. Fraud in the elections was the most covered theme (17.6%), closely followed by
Women in the elections (16.5%). Note that the coverage was concentrated with more than

60% of the total grouped with 5 themes.

The electoral coverage diversity shows that, of the 14 regional press outlets analyzed,
only 6 had a strong coverage diversity’; covering at least 8 of the 16 elections related
themes identified.

Al Sharq al Awssat (Pan Arab) had the most diverse coverage with 13 themes. On the
other hand, Al Goumouriah newspaper (Egypt) only covered 4 topics.

® The extent in which the themes are covered. Its measured by the number of themes covered in a
newspaper.
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Electoral coverage diversity

Al Gomhouriah (Egypt)

Al Raya (Qatar)

Al Riyadh (Saudi Arabia)

Al Ayam (Bahrain)

Al Ayam (Palestine)

Al Watan (Qatar)

Al Safir (Lebanon)

Al Jazeera (Saudi Arabia)
Al Quds Al Arabi (Palestine)
Al Rai (Kuwait)

Al Seyassa (Kuwait)
Akhbar Al Khaleej (Bahrain)

Al Khaleej (UAE)

Al Sharg Al Awssat (Pan Arab)

Graphic3
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“Fraud in the elections”, a negative impact on the image of
Jordan

As expected, fraud in the elections was the most covered election-related theme,
with a ratio of 17.6%. In fact, “vote buying” and electoral manipulation have been
recurrent topics in Jordan during electoral periods ever since the boycott of the

Parliamentary elections in 1997 by the Islamic Action Front (IAF).

As a consequence, this ratio was mainly due to the coverage of accusations of
fraud by the opposition and the local media on one hand and the counter responses of the
Jordanian government on the other hand. In fact, the Opposition’s accusations of fraud
and the Government’s replies on the issue were heavily covered in the Arab press. The

four extracts below are an example of both positions.

Al Riyadh, November 22™
cunlia Lo Lt gl 48 NS of Ladlesd) 4S al) acils pas W) (5L S0 g Jras J) 55"
" il e ) e silgd (A g ST e SRS dules
ot LS LSS Lind po S ey ) i S ol Sutpite il g (8 i g g 30 (s " ilal 5
Lo gt o ) iy i) 0 e o Lis Al g BY) e pgia lad o] 8 16 s O
ool s s S S i (U oDl e 500 8 auaf ) o8 ] ilid” ) S0 g eada g5

" s Cplae gn g )

Akhbar Al Khaleej, November 20™
e ioag 1 ade Y] Jitw g9 G sradl) g g g il Silalgs) SLELY) £ ga) &80 4
an/ gk 5 ) pum Cinuall gan) < iy JALI atey dagSal) Cpuagiia o) sl o) pid YA
LpSTY) 4 ) 5 Jlde S pal) an) das g juse (o Jall (AL 58 5 il
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Akhbar Al Khaleej, November 21st
0T T I & pua¥) £ pudi € i 3o ) (P paTpa A pldl] e TSI g g S 5"
Y ) LaS Cpum a5 pids o) Sy Y bl i)Y el ) Cilial g M S (ra iS)
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Al Safir, November 22™
il sall Cpad pall cue Sis 4y jlaal) ac ) o 5ady pldl) e TSI g jg AT dign so
Anaall o led i Y 5 T3S 30 UK IYL

This high coverage and the sensitivity of the subject, made the Fraud in the
Elections theme the most criticized theme by political leaders; 17 critical occurrences,
mainly from the IAF members, considered that the elections were the subject of a
massive fraud movement. 12 positive occurrences were transcribed from various

Governmental leaders (elections were clean and fraud free).

Positions taken by leaders on themes
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Elestions Themes sccarences | occurences | oceurences | O
Fraud in elections 17 11 12 40
The new Government - 31 - 31
Women in elections 4 26 - 30
Election's results: victory of
the pro-government candidates ! 13 ) 14
Islamic 3:21(;:n§ront in 4 7 ) 1
Participation - 8 2 10
Election's results: defeat of the ) ] B 8
Islamic Action Front
Miscellaneous - 7 1 8
Palestinian dimension in ) 1 3 4
elections
Security and elections - 2 1 3
Elections monitoring - 3 - 3
Electoral Slogans - 1 - 1
Candidate's expenses - 1 - 1
Political Parties 1 - - 1
Election's results: others - 1 - 1
Total 27 120 19 166

Table3

On the other hand, the IAF was only criticized 4 times (critics reported in Akhbar
Al Khaleej and Al Jazeera newspapers), whereas their leaders generated 3 positive
occurrences on the Palestinian dimension in the elections. Those positions were taken
during electoral rallies in some of Amman’s Palestinian camps and covered in Al Safir

(Lebanon) and Al Ayam (Palestine) newspapers.

As for the opinions expressed by the sources themselves on the fraud
phenomena, 16% supported the idea that the elections were obviously the subject of a
massive fraud movement.

This extract of Ghassan Bdarin’s article in Al Quds Al Arabi (Palestine) is an example of

the press’s critical tone towards this topic.

Al Quds Al Arabi, November 22"
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The table below shows the distribution of the different positions taken by the

monitored sources on election-related themes.

Positions taken by sources on themes

Elections Themes Critical Neutral Positive Total
occurences occurences occurences
Fraud in elections 8 42 - 50
Women in elections 3 44 - 47
The new Government - 31 - 31
Election's results: victory of
: 1 23 - 24
the pro-government candidates
Participation - 24 - 24
Islamic Action Front in ) 19 ) 21
elections
Election's results: defeat of the ) 19 ) 19
Islamic Action Front
Security and elections - 17 - 17
Miscellaneous 3 11 - 14
Electoral Slogans 1 10 - 11
Candidate's expenses - 7 - 7
Palestinian dimension in ) 5 i 5
elections
Political Parties 1 3 - 4
Election's results: others - 4 - 4
Al-Tahrir Party in elections - 3 - 3
Elections monitoring - 3 3
Total 17 265 2 284
January 2008 14
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Table4

Interestingly, the only positive opinions were expressed by Al Ayam newspaper
(Palestine) on the IAF’s participation in the elections. Both opinions were expressed in
the same article which described the IAF as the only effective opposition in Jordan. The
Front, according to the article, was feared by many conservatives to gain a political
authority through the elections, just like other Islamic factions did in Egypt, Palestine and
Turkey.

In general, Al Khaleej was the most critical newspaper towards the legislative

elections theme with a ratio of 41.2% of the overall critical stances.

Al Watan, 5.9%
Al Riyadh, 5.9%

Al Khaleej
. )
Al Raya, 5.9% 41.2%
Al Ayam
(Palestine),
11.8%

Al Quds Al
Arabi, 29.4%

Graphic4

Three newspapers generated more than 80% of all the critical stances towards the

elections: Al Khaleej (41.2%), Al Quds Al Arabi (29.4%) and Al Ayam (11.8%).
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Political leaders’ coverage
It is apparent that former Minister of Interior Eid Al Fayez was put in the

forefront of the legislative elections’ media coverage since the Ministry of Interior was

“in charge” of countering the accusations of fraud.

Al Khaleej, November 21
4 Mg “le i) 3 e b e |5 g il ClalgSY] ldl) vie i )Y LRI s i
aa/f o sidu of S ¥ sl i )Y cordil) o) Mg il paY) g i Alisa apdilai aly
L OYa lia Loy g s swlil] o paaal (5 iy G Sy I po Sllin f e ] Y 5 ddpuar

Al Rai, November 21*
A Sl ldY g Cilalgd) « jldl) pe SIS L) Liall] (i y (oid p) TSI g f9 AT
Lo jile Lo gSall" ) 28] 5 ASLIY) Lt g Ab) i [ Cibgalls 5 58N an Logn 5
o) Y S8 Gl AGI 5 ddléd g dgy jig 5 ga LIRS o) pals AU atve Sllod) Cilgan o7
Ol il il o1 e g5 il Ll STY) Talonll Jon TSI 5 )1 55 Lo gl 35731

g iz 8 AT 65

The Government’s reactions to the fraud accusations were spearheaded by Al
Fayez. He therefore generated 12.3% of the total coverage of the political leaders, slightly
ahead of King Abdullah II.
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Top covered leaders (three occurrences and more)

Personality Gender Function Ratio

1 Al Fayez Eid Male Former Minister of Interior 12.3%
2 King Abdullah IT Male Head of State (King) 11.7%
3 Al Bakhit Maarouf Male Former Prime Minister 10.4%
4 Al Dhahabi Nader Male Prime Minister 6.7%
5 Al Jamaani Falak Female MP 6.1%
6 Al Rawashda Hekmat Male Presi<.1ent 9f the High Comn?ittee for 6.1%

Elections in the Islamic Action Front
7 Abu Bakr Jamil Male Islamic Action Front's Spokesman 4.9%
8 Al Mousaymi Hayat Female Legislative Candidate 4.3%
9 Jawdeh Nasser Male Government's Spokesman 3.1%
10 Al Majali Abdel Hadi Male MP 2.5%
11 Al Rawabida Abdel Raouf Male MP 1.8%
Others 30.1%
MP (Member of Parliament) designate a winner
and Legislative Candidate designate a looser
Tableb

King Abdullah comes in a close 2™ with 11.7% of the total public figures’

coverage. However, if we were to include the King’s coverage in articles related to other

Jordanian issues — such as the Syrian-Jordanian summit, the External relations and the

Annapolis issues themes, he would then be in the lead. His electoral coverage was

generated by the fact that it is him who will designate the successor of Prime Minister

Maarouf Al Bakhit (Nader Al Dhahabi).

Note that Hekmat Al Rawashda was the most covered figure in the Islamic Action

Front (6.1% of the total coverage). He is the President of the High Committee for

FElections in the Islamic Action Front.

Regarding the positions taken by the monitored sources on Jordanian leaders,

King Abdullah II and Falak Al Jamaani were each criticized once (respectively by Al

Raya and Al Khaleej), whereas Abdel Hadi Al Majali and Tujan Fayssal were praised,

with also one occurrence each (Akhbar al Khaleej and Al Khaleej).

January 2008
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Positions taken on leaders by sources

Personnality Gender Function Critical Positif Total
occurences | occurences
King Abdullah 11 Male Head of State (King) 1 - 1
Al Jamaani Falak Female MP 1 - 1
Al Majali Abdel Hadi Male MP - 1 1
Fayssal Tujan Female Legislative Candidate - 1 1

Table6

Tujan Fayssal criticized the King in her article in Al Raya (Qatar) on November
21st. Al Fayssal, a well-known dissent who was prevented from taking part in the
elections, criticized the King’s visit to Syria’ at a time when crucial elections were taking

place in the country.

Al Raya, November 21
Ll CLSTY) o g3 o oI e piaall 5 pud ol patpo Ol 55 Dl duiead) e ¢ LI
AVl e 3 )0l oded i o) IS Ao ax g C8iSE 0 illie DU i ol] Ciaa g LS ¢
$ 1L o) Ay 4xdd (23] Lo

On the other hand, Al Khaleej newspaper praised Tujan Al Fayssal in its November 19"
issue portraying her as an eminent opponent and criticized Falak Al Jamaani, pointing out

the tribal character of her electoral district.

Al Khaleej, November 19"
cin g pladl o 1€ 50 )Y i o D Gl () i Y 1989 plad] dia CLISGYI Ui

el ll ) Slasall (o G )Y el Jlads g cdusliall e Lolad] 20 5 )] Lagis ilad
s Llla St Sutal) IS 135 ¢G5S pllsi GlLiai L& () )l i gll 6 o gy ¥
Ll fgia Dllaialy rilrand) ld sdawalel) o gin Ll 5 4ils & dad yal) Juaidl) § il
Ao 8O 5 g i g yildial) glhally 5 juaial] LulSiY) g ild U8 L oSl 7 IS (4o

" 5Sd sedal)

7 A theme which was covered with a ratio of 3.3% of the total coverage of Jordan in the Arab press
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Falak Al Jamaani was the only woman in the top 5 covered leaders (with a ratio of
6.1%). She was the first Jordanian woman to win through free competition (without

referring to the quota system).

January 2008 20
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Women in the elections

The Fraud in the elections theme was closely followed by the gender issue in the
election (16.5% of the total legislative elections press coverage). Most of the articles
insisted on the women’s political empowerment in the latest legislative elections

(participation, candidature, quota, etc.)

Al Ayyam, November 20"
et ad a8 98 9 i3] (ulaa selia o 5] 00 990 ageins Lo o OAN (uidlily g
celuill denaiio aclis Liv cllia ) alel) po el 4 Luilal i) CLASLY) poy i 4 Jda 4

sl S dbleal) Lplil] CLIZGY 8 5SS [5id s 0TV §_sane (o adh 5] sal £0 S,
stass o il 5 gl 038 5 50 DS Lkall e o Luail] il a7 8] - paslsns Ml Jsisg o o ¥
edo e Jpand Jof e Ll 5 e Lo Lies Tl 5 o) Cinia i) uilail] 15550

(L

One can note that most of the articles perceived Falak Al Jamaani’s victory
through free competition as a real success, the general view of Al Jamaani’s victory in the

Arab press was that finally a woman was able to win without referring to the quota

system. Al Sharq Al Awssat (Pan Arab) had a different perception of women’s

participation and results in the electoral process; it stated that only one woman won

through free competition.

Al Sharg Al Awssat, November 22™
199 § sens (o ALY G sb & 53a) g ] pa) g JdT al I e publill) ] pall & gl LaS"

o] e s Gl o ) 6 T T g G

On the other hand, Al Khaleej criticized the quota system which was described as
a hindrance to women empowerment. Assma Khodor’s position® only appeared in Al

Khaleej newspaper, which reflects, in some way, the newspaper’s position.

851 yall (g3 Ak o) diall dalal) dine)
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Al Khaleej, November 19"
g O 8T clad pall () _pas asl 5] pall 5 30 duile ol) Linl] dalel) Live ¥/ Culld
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This quota system was also criticized by some of the other leaders. These stances
were reported in Al Ayam (Palestine) Al Sharq Al Awssat (Pan Arab) and Al Khaleej
(UAE). The quota system was considered as an actual obstacle to women empowerment.
It is important to note that no other alternatives were proposed in order to assure

women’s empowerment within the political system.

Al Khaleej, November 19"
A7 0687 O e g jalad] S 3l Gl g ) Sla i Galead! cuilil] g dad yal) d27 9"
O culli s (§EaT Loy pLAISYL pldl] (g it Bl Uy jad 4 Cragesd “UpSh” Gf ¢ e
LH"’A{}J/ u}.AJ/raLAJ eldl) il ) ‘PLE.:'.// f3s cl2ly illha Cl“‘:’gr’h-”y/ lgaoli p

Mg Lliig Sl ja/ (o nall gainall Gl ga g0 ip jaSs Lk jhandl] u pST pase

Al Sharg Al Awssat, November 20"
¥ Gl Laie Glalsll 8 il iy Ba Guady 5k Gless] Lpalaal) cainy 5"
M s ) gl ¢ pall dssailly G Ga g1 i i) Al jag gl Cpil o AL

Al Ayyam, November 20" (same as above)
o 3l Laie Sl il 8 050 el o Lol Gl 573 Sl palnal) cinins”
i ol g 81 pall Ll S5 5 51 e gl i 3" o ST (i 8 il
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The importance of the gender issue in the Jordanian legislative elections was
not only mirrored by the magnitude of this theme’s coverage, but also by the gender
distribution (leaders’ overall coverage by gender).

Within the Legislative Elections global theme, women generated 17.2% of the total
coverage. In all of the eleven other themes related to Jordan (economy, external relations,
etc.), the women’s coverage barely reached 2%. This difference shows that the electoral
process succeeded in feminizing (at least relatively) the Jordanian political life.
Nevertheless, the low 2% overall for all the other themes implies that there is still a lot to

do in order to mirror the women’s participation in the political and economical life.

Gender Distribution (All other themes) Gender Distribution (Legislative Elections theme)

Female, 1.9%
Female, 17.2%

0,
Male, 98.1% Male, 82.8%

Graphics 5 & 6
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The New Government

After the resignation of the former Prime Minister Marouf Al Bakhit and his
cabinet, Nader Al Dahabi was appointed as the new Prime Minister by King Abdullah II
on November 22™. The formation of the new government was a key topic in the Arab
press coverage with a ratio of 10.9%. The recurrent idea was the fact that King Abdullah
was the one who will designate the successor of Prime Minister Maarouf Al Bakhit.
Rightfully, Nader Al Dhahabi was considered to be the top candidate, even before
the start of the electoral process. It is a custom in the Jordanian political system that the
Government resigns after the parliamentary elections and the King appoints the new
Prime Minister.

No judgments were passed on this theme. All the leaders’ and the sources’ positions were
neutral. In fact, the attention of the media and the Jordanian leaders were focused on

more polemic matters such as the election’s transparency and the gender issue.

Akhbar Al Khaleej, November 22™
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Al Riyadh, November 22™
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Al Khaleej, November 22"
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The results of the election and participation

It is essential to note that, in terms of coverage and with regards to the perception
of the electoral results, the victory of the pro-government candidates (8.5% of the total

coverage) was slightly more covered than the defeat of the Islamic Action Front (6.7%).

Globally, the TAF’s results were viewed in the Arab press as an important setback
in their influence and authority in Jordan; their results were often described as a “large
defeat”. In fact, only 6 of their 22 candidates won the elections, compared to the 17
parliamentary seats won in the previous Parliement (2003). Nevertheless, on November
22™ Al Riyadh newspaper (Saudi Arabia) somehow pictured the IAF results as a

“victory”. The terminology used differed from the other articles.

Al Riyadh, November 22™
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Akhbar Al Khaleej, November 22"
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The newspaper also criticized the victory of the establishment in the legislative

elections and pictured it as a continuous domination of the conservative tribal factions.

Al Riyadh, November 22
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On the other hand, the IAF’s participation in the elections had its share of critical
positions taken by some of the leaders, such as Maarouf Al Bakhit (former PM), Eid Al
Fayez (former Minister of Interior) and Abdel Hadi Al Majali (former Speaker of

Parliament).
Al Majali gave the most critical opinion in a special interview with Akhbar Al Khaleej on
November 21%; he attacked the IAF, describing it as a “resonance phenomena”. The
Front is “programmed” on criticizing the Government and the fact that it had no plan of
action, he said, it was based on talking instead of acting. The tone of the interview was
very clear; Al Majali did not defend nor praise the Government “which can be criticized”,

but insisted on the fact that IAF’s contesting attitude was its only raison d’étre.

Akhbar Al-Khaleej, November 21%
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On another level, the participation was also a central theme in the Arab press
coverage with a ratio of 8.5%. The monitored sources did not take any position on the
theme and kept to a factual coverage of the issue. Estimations of the participation evolved
between 55% and 60%.

Al Ayam (Palestine), Al Sharq Al Awssat (Pan Arab) and Al Khaleej (UAE) newspapers
brought up the weather issue as a factor in the electoral behavior. In fact, heavy rain was

forecasted for the election’s day, which was perceived as an obstacle for the participation.
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Finally, the Electoral slogans issue was covered with a ratio of 3.9% of the total
coverage. The articles that brought up this subject insisted on the fact that this year’s
electoral slogans were different than the previous electoral campaigns. In fact, candidates
focused on the daily life difficulties and the economical crisis rather than on the national
and the regional political issues. However, the Palestinian dimension was approached

from both angles.
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The Palestinian dimension in the elections

The Palestinian issue in the Jordanian parliamentary elections was covered by Al
Safir (Lebanon), Al Ayam (Palestine), Al Siyassa (Kuwait) and Al Rai (Kuwait)
newspapers with a global ratio of 1.8%. However, the coverage was not limited to the
same subjects.
Al Siyassa tackled the relation between the IAF and the Hamas movement (November
14™. In fact, both institutions are closely linked; some analysts even suspect
organizational links between the two movements. Al Rai considered that Hamas’ coup in
Gaza negatively affected the members of the IAF’s electorate who sympathized with the
Palestinian National Authority (November 22™). According to the newspaper IAF’s

electoral hindrance was partly due to this specific factor.

Al Safir and Al Ayam focused on the positions taken by the IAF leaders who raised (and
praised) the Palestinian dimension in the elections. The theme was brought up under its

national (the Palestinian diaspora in Jordan) and regional (the Palestinian cause) forms.

Al Safir, November 20"
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Al Ayyam (Palestine), November 20"
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